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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 3 7 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR L 1 14 was filed in this application 
after a decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences, but before the filing of a 
Notice of Appeal to the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit or the commencement of a civil 
action. Since this appUcation is eUgible for continued examination xmder 37 CFR 1.114 and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the appeal has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114 and prosecution in this application has been reopened pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. 
AppHcant's submission filed on 12/06/06 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 47-55 and 57-65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being impatentable over 
Jahromi et al (USP 5416768) in view of Furuta et al (USP 5600648). 

Regarding claims 47-55 and 57-65, Jahromi discloses a method and system for operating 
a primary commimication system to provide a communication service to a secondary 
conmiunication system (Figs 13-14 wherein in the high speed is primary system and lower speed 
is secondary system), the method comprising in a first adaptor assembly (Fig 11c, Ref STM-4 for 
receiving STM-4 being a primary signal), receiving a primary conmiunication signal fi'om the 
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primary communication network, wherein the primary communication signal has primary 
overhead and a primary payload; in the first adaptor assembly, receiving a secondary 
communication signal firom first equipment in the secondary communication network, wherein 
the secondary communication signal has secondary overhead and a secondary payload (Fig 11c, 
Ref STM-1); in the first adaptor assembly, locating unused space in the primary overhead such 
overhead of Sonet and SDH, inserting the secondary overhead such overhead of Sonet and SDH 
into the unused space in the primary overhead to form transport overhead, combining the 
primary payload and the secondary payload to form a transport payload, and combining the 
transport overhead and the transport payload to form a transport communication signal (Fig 11c, 
the STM-1 is inserted into one of unused space of STM-4; "STM-1 is inserted into STM-4 etc. 
by using add/drop unit. See col. 5, lines 32 to col. 6, lines 29 and Fig 14"); transferring the 
transport communication signal firom the first adaptor assembly to a second adaptor 
assembly (Fig 14, the STM-4 is transmitted to another ADX 4/1); in the second adaptor 
assembly, removing the secondary overhead and the secondary payload firom the transport 
commimication signal and combining the secondary overhead and the secondary payload to form 
the secondary communication signal; and transferring the secondary communication signal firom 
the second adaptor assembly to second equipment in the secondary conmiunication network (Fig 
11c, STM-1 is extracted from STM-4 and transmitting STM-1 into the secondary network, Fig 
14 which includes a primary ring "STM-4 ring network" and secondary ring "Local loop area 
STM-l" which includes two adapters for disassembly and/or reassembly the primary and 
secondary signals wherein the STM-1 is inserted into an unused space of STM-4). However, 
Jahromi fails to fiiUy disclose a method and system for inserting STM-1 into STM-4 and 
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extracting the STM-1 from STM-4 for transmitting onto the secondary network. In the same 
field of endeavor, Furuta discloses a method and system for inserting STM-1 into STM-4 and 
extracting the STM-1 from STM-4 for transmitting onto the secondary network (Fig 12 discloses 
how to insert or extract stm-1 into/from stm-4, Fig 19 discloses an add drop device for inserting 
and extracting STM-1 into/from STM-4). 

Since, add/drop device for sonnet or SDH is well known and expected in the art at the 
time of invention was made. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention was made to apply the teaching of Furuka such as a method 
and system for inserting and extracting STM-1 into/from STM-4 into the teaching of Jahromi. 
The suggestion/motivation would have been to decrease the cost of the communication system 
and have a path continuity from a node on one ring to a node on another ring to be maintained, 
thereby facilitating reliable end to end path monitor. 

4. Claims 56 and 66 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being impatentable over Jahromi 
and Furuta as applied to claims 47 and 57 above, and fiirther in view of Shimada (USP 
5434858). 

Jahromi and Furuta fail to disclose overhead includes 0AM information. In the same 
field of endeavor, Shimada discloses an overhead used to convey 0AM information (See 1, Ref 
2, 7 and 5). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to apply a method and system for using overhead to convey 0AM 
information between the sender and receiver as disclosed by Shimada into the teaching of 
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Jahromi and Furuta. The motivation would have been to maintain a path continuity from a node 
on one ring to a node on another ring, thereby facihtating reliable end to end path monitor. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this conmiunication or earlier commimications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven HD Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3159. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on (571) 272-3134. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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